
Interstellar Technologies Raises 30 million USD 
in Series D round

To Accelerate Development of Microsatellite Launch Vehicle ZERO

Interstellar Technologies Inc. (headquartered in Taiki, Hiroo-gun, Hokkaido; Takahiro 
Inagawa, President; hereinafter "IST"), a comprehensive space infrastructure company that 
aims to solve Earth's problems through space transportation and utilization, has raised a 
Series D round of financing totaling 3.8 billion yen,30 million USD such as SBI Investment Co., 
Ltd.(*1). The funds will be used for research and development, capital investment, personnel 
hiring, and material costs for the ZERO microsatellite launch vehicle, which is being developed 
and manufactured with the aim of launching first orbital launch vehicle.

The global space market is expanding year by year and is expected to grow to a massive 110 
trillion yen by 2040, nearly three times the current market size (*2). In particular, demand for 
small satellites is growing significantly, which is expected to have a ripple effect on a wide 
range of fields, such as the spread of satellite-based Internet communications and the 
realization of a "super-smart society" that utilizes satellite data.
On the other hand, despite rapidly growing needs, the number of domestic launches of 
rockets, the only means to transport satellites, is limited to a few times a year, or about 2% of 
the world market share (*3), and half of domestic satellite launch demand is currently being 
diverted overseas. Furthermore, due to the war in Ukraine, Japan, Europe, and the United 
States are no longer able to use Russian rockets, which used to account for about 20% of the 
world's space transportation, and the lack of space transportation capacity has become a 
global bottleneck in the expansion of space utilization. IST will contribute to realizathe 
low-cost, high-frequency space transportation by bringing ZERO to the market as soon as 
possible.

January 2023
Interstellar Technologies, Inc.

*1 The cash contribution is based on the market value as of January 11, 2023.
*2 Deloitte Tohmatsu Consulting LLC
*3 Estimated from Space Launch Report



Interstellar Technologies Inc.
IST is a Japanese start-up that aims to realize a future where space is within everyone's reach 
by providing low-cost and convenient space transportation services. Headquartered in 
Taiki-town, Hokkaido, the company is developing its products at four locations: the Tokyo 
branch, the Fukushima branch, and the laboratory with the Muroran Institute of Technology. 
The company has achieved to reach space 3 times with the sounding rocket MOMO, making it 
the first and only Japanese private company to reach space. It is now in full-scale 
development of the next-generation microsatellite launch vehicle ZERO.
IST has also established Our Stars, a wholly owned subsidiary for satellite development, 
aiming to be the first vertically integrated rocket and satellite service in Japan.
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